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RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PIERCE COUNTY 
LABOR COUNCIL 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 125th Anniversary of the Pierce 
County Labor Council and the celebration of 
labor standing in solidarity and fighting for 
workers’ rights throughout our region. 

The men and women who make up our 
labor force serve as the backbone of our com-
munities. They are our folks at the port who 
handle the goods and products that keep 
Washington state’s economy moving and 
make us a strong national and global trade 
partner; they are the men and women who 
make the best airplanes in the world; they are 
our government employees who help manage 
our cities, keep our service members safe, 
provide social services, and deliver our mail; 
they are the educators who prepare our kids 
for success in school and in life; they are our 
grocery store workers who make sure we 
have fresh food every day and in times of 
emergency; they are the folks who deliver 
goods to our homes and businesses; they are 
the fire fighters and police officers who keep 
our communities safe; and they are the people 
in the trades who build the roads and bridges 
and buildings that strengthen our economy. 

For 125 years, the Pierce County Labor 
Council has fought to protect the rights of our 
labor force. They are on the frontlines fighting 
for fair wages, safe working conditions and 
quality health care benefits. And they are 
pushing to make sure our current and future 
retirees can spend their senior years in dig-
nity, by receiving their hard-earned benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, leaders like Patty Rose and 
Vance Lelli have made labor a force in the 
South Sound region and throughout the state 
of Washington. In Pierce County, the Council 
has grown from eight labor groups to 90 affili-
ates representing 37,000 hard working fami-
lies. I am proud to recognize the 125th Anni-
versary of the Pierce County Central Labor 
Council here today and am honored to rep-
resent the hard working men and women 
throughout our region who will continue to 
fight for a strong workforce. 

f 

HONORING HIGH SCHOOL STU-
DENTS IN FLORIDA’S PALM 
BEACHES AND TREASURE COAST 
FOR THEIR COURAGEOUS DECI-
SION TO JOIN THE U.S. ARMED 
FORCES 

HON. PATRICK MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor 22 high school seniors from the 

Treasure Coast and Palm Beaches of Florida 
for their admirable decision to enlist in the 
United States Armed Forces following their 
graduation this year. Of these 22 enlistees, 
three are Air Force enlistees, four are Army 
enlistees, three are National Guard enlistees, 
eight are Marine Corps enlistees, and four are 
Navy enlistees. These young men and women 
have demonstrated a tremendous sense of 
bravery and patriotism in their commitment to 
defend our nation. Therefore, it is important 
that they know they have the full support of 
the United States House of Representatives, 
the American people, and their communities. 
The dedication of these individuals reminds us 
that in the face of a diverse set of challenges, 
the United States remains an example of free-
dom, justice, and perseverance throughout the 
world. 

The service of these young men and 
women must not go unrecognized, and so I 
want to personally thank these 22 local grad-
uating seniors for their commitment to our na-
tion and their selflessness by naming them 
here today: Ricky De Los Rios, Andrew 
Hendrix, Justice Cooper, Bradley Monk, 
Carlton Morgan, Thomas Sebastyn, Jr., Nich-
olas Gunther, Cameron Manochi, Adrian 
Coomes, Nicole Harrison, Daniel Gonzalez, 
Jose Rivera, Blake Ashworth, Mikelli Dorcius, 
Marcelo Aguirre, Justin Lalonde, Joseph 
Venuti, Michael Garrity, Blake Boyle, Breanna 
Reinhardt, Dylan Samons-Knight, and Husani 
Sylvester. 

All will be recognized on May 4, 2015 at the 
Our Community Salutes event in West Palm 
Beach. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe a debt of gratitude to 
each and every one of them and to all who 
commit to defend our great nation by serving 
in the United States Armed Forces. That spirit 
of service and sacrifice is something we can 
all be proud of. For this reason, it is my honor 
to recognize these young leaders here today. 

f 

HONORING THE NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
deep respect and admiration that I rise to 
commend five exceptional leaders from Indi-
ana who were honored as the Northwest Indi-
ana Business and Industry Hall of Fame’s 
Class of 2015. The Northwest Indiana Busi-
ness and Industry Hall of Fame was created 
by The Times and BusINess magazine, and 
inductees are determined by a panel of local 
civic and business leaders. While there were 
many deserving nominees, the individuals se-
lected as the 2015 Northwest Indiana Busi-
ness and Industry Hall of Fame inductees in-
clude Richard Schepel, Michael E. Schrage, 
Roy Berlin, Beth Wrobel, and Joe Coar, who 

was honored with the Partners in Progress 
Award. For their many contributions to the en-
hancement of Northwest Indiana, these hon-
orees were recognized at a ceremony at the 
Radisson Hotel Celebrity Ballroom in 
Merrillville, Indiana, on Tuesday, April 28, 
2015. Roland Parrish, president, owner, and 
chief executive officer of 24 Parrish McDon-
ald’s Restaurants Ltd., was the guest speaker 
at this year’s event. 

Richard Schepel is the president of Schepel 
Buick-GMC, Inc. Although he has retired from 
the dealership’s daily operations, Richard re-
mains connected to the foundation of superior 
customer service upon which he built the deal-
ership. In 1970, Richard built Schepel Buick 
on Route 30 in Merrillville. Within a few years, 
he was the number one Buick dealer in the 
Chicago zone. Under his outstanding direction, 
Schepel Buick-GMC, Inc. has succeeded for 
over 45 years. Richard devotes much of his 
time, effort, and support to charitable endeav-
ors throughout Northwest Indiana, including 
area high school driver education programs, 
work-study programs for students, and Amer-
ican Red Cross blood drives, among others. 
He also has served as a member of several 
Chambers of Commerce throughout the com-
munity. Through his involvement in his church, 
Redeemer United Reformed Church, Richard 
has been able to help serve many families 
and individuals in need. Richard Schepel be-
lieves strongly in giving back to the community 
that has supported his business throughout 
the years. For his commitment to the citizens 
of Northwest Indiana and beyond, he is worthy 
of the highest praise. 

Michael Schrage, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Centier Bank, became the fourth 
generation of his family to own and operate 
the First Bank of Whiting, which was renamed 
Centier Bank years later. This family-owned 
bank has grown throughout the years, and 
today Centier operates over fifty branches in 
Indiana. Under Mr. Schrage’s leadership, 
Centier established an award-winning lender 
division, introduced a financial literacy pro-
gram, and the company has been named one 
of Indiana’s best places to work for the past 
nine years. This is indisputably due to Mike’s 
value-based work ethic, and the significance 
he places on Centier’s most important re-
source, its employees. In addition, Mike gives 
much of his time and effort to charitable en-
deavors including the Saint Jude House, the 
American Red Cross, the YMCA, and the Boy 
Scouts of America, to name a few. Mr. 
Schrage is truly an inventive business leader, 
and his commitment to improving the commu-
nity of Northwest Indiana is noteworthy. 

Roy Berlin is the president and chief execu-
tive officer of Berlin Metals in Hammond. Ber-
lin Metals is a value-added processor and dis-
tributor of thin metals, primarily tinplate, light 
gauge cold-rolled steel, and stainless steel, 
with much of the steel being manufactured in 
Northwest Indiana. Roy’s career at Berlin Met-
als began in 1988 as a salesman. He became 
director of purchasing in 1992, executive vice 
president in 1995, and president in 1999. The 
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continued success of the company can be 
credited to Roy’s exemplary leadership skills 
and his focus on the needs of customers, sup-
pliers, and Berlin Metal’s employees. In addi-
tion, Roy Berlin and Berlin Metals are com-
mitted to educational efforts and have made 
numerous donations to the Acorn Foundation 
in Hammond, which provides scholarship 
funds to local high school students who have 
excelled in math and science. They also sup-
port the Metal Service Institute Center, which 
works to educate employees in the metal dis-
tribution business. For his outstanding con-
tributions to the success of the Northwest Indi-
ana community and his commitment to edu-
cation, Roy Berlin is to be commended. 

Beth Wrobel has been the chief executive 
officer of HealthLinc, Inc. since 2002. 
HealthLinc is a federally qualified health center 
with facilities in Mishawaka, Michigan City, 
Valparaiso, Knox, and East Chicago. The or-
ganization provides medical, dental, vision, 
and behavioral health services. Under Beth’s 
direction, HealthLinc has become a leader in 
the healthcare industry in Northwest Indiana 
due to her focus on each patient’s unique ex-
perience. Beth and the exemplary staff at 
HealthLinc provide outstanding support and 
guidance to some of the most vulnerable resi-
dents of the region. Beth serves on the Indi-
ana University Northwest School of Medicine’s 
advisory board and on the boards of the 
United Way of Porter County and the Indiana 
Primary Health Care Association. She is also 
a member of the Valparaiso Human Relations 
Council and is president-elect of the Rotary 
Club of Valparaiso. For her lifetime of service 
to those in need and her dedication to the 
healthcare industry, Beth Wrobel is an inspira-
tion to us all. 

The final inductee, and this year’s recipient 
of the Partners in Progress Award, is Joe 
Coar. Joe was the vice president of operations 
at Tonn and Blank Construction for 25 years 
before retiring in December 2014, and he cur-
rently serves as a consultant for the company. 
Joe began his career in 1967 as a carpenter 
apprentice and continued to work his way up 
in the company into supervisory positions in-
cluding superintendant, manager of oper-
ations, and ultimately, vice president of oper-
ations. Joe has worked on a variety of projects 
throughout his career for many companies in-
cluding Urschel Laboratories, Sisters of Saint 
Francis, and Computer Services, Inc. Joe’s 
heartfelt passion for the industry has been the 
driving force throughout his career. Mr. Coar 
also works very hard to support the commu-
nity of Northwest Indiana and gives to many 
charitable organizations. He has served on the 
boards of the Construction Advancement 
Foundation, Ready Northwest Indiana Work-
force Development, Northwest Indiana Forum, 
Northwest Indiana Business Round Table, and 
LaPorte County Redevelopment, among oth-
ers. For his unwavering commitment to the 
building trades and to the community of North-
west Indiana, Joe Coar is truly worthy of the 
prestigious honor bestowed upon him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
these outstanding leaders upon their induction 
into the Northwest Indiana Business and In-
dustry Hall of Fame. These individuals are 
most deserving of this honor, and for their 
leadership and commitment to the Northwest 
Indiana community, each of them is worthy of 
our respect and admiration. 

HONORING THE TEXAS STATE 
CHAMPION CALHOUN HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS POWERLIFTING 
TEAM 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Calhoun High School Girls 
Powerlifting Team. On Friday, March 20, 
2015, the team, led by Head Coach Jason 
Bagwell and Assistant Coach Kellie Whitaker, 
won their 10th consecutive Texas High School 
Women’s Powerlifting Association’s 
(THSWPA) Texas State Championship at the 
American Bank Center in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 

This is the first time this feat has been ac-
complished in the history of THSWPA, and I 
am sure this record breaking accomplishment 
will stand the test of time. I congratulate the 
coaches and these amazing young women on 
their hard work and dedication and I wish 
them the best of luck in all of their future en-
deavors. 

Calhoun High School Sandies Team Mem-
bers: Kassidy Colianni, Miranda Smith, 
Danielle Bacon, Marissa Martinez, Belinda 
Perez, Perla Resendiz, Brooke Downs, Abby 
McFall, Zoey Dierlam and Jeanette Olachia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FRANK CORNELIUS 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO OUR COUN-
TRY 

HON. REID J. RIBBLE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I recently had the 
opportunity to visit ‘‘Frank and Nancy’s Marine 
Corps Museum’’ in De Pere, Wisconsin. 

At the museum, I met Frank Cornelius, a 
22-year Marine Corps veteran who seemed to 
do everything in twos. Frank was commis-
sioned a 2nd Lieutenant two times: First, in 
1953 during Korea, and again in 1962 during 
Vietnam. He served two terms as a Drill In-
structor: First, in San Diego, CA, and then in 
Parris Island, SC. Frank served two wars: 
First, in Korea and then, in Vietnam. He 
served in two different units, the infantry for 
the first 10 years and the air wing for the sec-
ond. Frank was also an instructor two times: 
First in Division School in Camp Pendleton, 
CA, and second in electronics at the Naval Air 
Technical Training Center in Memphis, TN. 

Frank Cornelius has won many awards in 
recognition of his outstanding achievements. 
He received 2nd place in the West Coast Re-
gional Technique of Instruction Competition in 
1958 in the ‘‘Sergeant and Below’’ category. 
More recently, he was named a National Herit-
age Fellow on September 17, 2008 by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. 

I urge anyone who comes to the area to 
visit Frank and his wife, Nancy, at their mu-
seum for a personal tour. There, you will find 
a patriotic veteran’s personal contribution to 
his community and a very interesting story of 
the past. 

HONORING THE VENTURA COUNTY 
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize the Ventura County 
Leadership Academy as they celebrate 20 
years of promoting and cultivating the next 
generation of community leaders in Ventura 
County. 

The Ventura County Leadership Academy 
was established in 1994 by the United Way of 
Ventura County as a pipeline for developing a 
strong, dynamic group of leaders. These lead-
ers are driven with ambition and purpose to 
create a stronger community and to heighten 
the quality of life in Ventura County. 

The Ventura County Leadership Academy 
has developed into a premier program, facili-
tating life-long friendships and bonds that draw 
graduates back to volunteer their time and 
skills in order to make the Ventura County 
Leadership Academy the best experience pos-
sible for future cohorts. 

The diverse individuals that collectively 
make up the cohorts each year are provided 
a curriculum, which includes a focus on re-
gional issues related to education, public safe-
ty, economic development, health care, and 
more. Students have the unique opportunity to 
meet with key decision-makers from the pub-
lic, private, and non-profit sectors of the coun-
ty. This experiential learning environment 
brings participants to the forefront of critical 
issues in our community. 

The Ventura County Leadership Academy 
instills the confidence and skillsets that com-
prise a well-rounded change agent. To date 
the Ventura County Leadership Academy has 
had 20 outstanding cohorts, and 430 success-
ful graduates making strides across the county 
with what they have gained through the Ven-
tura County Leadership Academy. 

For the past two decades, the Ventura 
County Leadership Academy has contributed 
an invaluable service to our community by de-
veloping influential and effective leaders that 
continue to propel Ventura County into the 
21st century and beyond. It is with great en-
thusiasm that I offer the Ventura County Lead-
ership Academy my sincere congratulations in 
reaching this milestone, and I am pleased to 
join them in celebrating their 20th anniversary. 

f 

WORLD’S OLDEST LIVING PERSON 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, it is a great 
honor to recognize Ms. Jeralean Talley, a resi-
dent of Michigan’s 13th District for a truly ex-
traordinary distinction: Being named the 
world’s oldest living person by the Gerontology 
Research Group, which keeps global longevity 
records. Ms. Talley was born in 1899 in Geor-
gia and moved to Michigan in 1935, where 
she has resided ever since. 

An active member of her family and commu-
nity, Ms. Talley bowled until she was 104 and 
mowed her own lawn until just a few years 
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